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El �nterview: Coruorate gov�.rnance pioneer Nell Minow: 
D1V1ct1ng her time-between cllmate and governance 
The doyenne of US corporate governance discusses ValueEdge Advisors and the 50/50 climate 

project 

by Paul Hodgson I April 21st, 2017 

Since the sale of GMI Ratings, formerly The Corporate Library (TCL), to MSCI, one would have thought that Nell Minow­

who many see as the Queen of US Governance - would have been able to take some time off. Anyone who knows her, of 

course, would have laughed at such an idea. With her long-time partner Bob Monks, and Rick Bennett, the former CEO of 

GMI, and a number of other former staffers, she formed ValueEdge Advisors, a shareholder advisory and advocacy firm. 

While not headlining in the way that TCL and GMI were, the firm is working quietly in the background. 

"With ValueEdge," said Minow in an interview with RI, "apart from some consulting and some other projects, our focus is 

on the conference this fall and possibly one in Europe. I am writing a lot: I write the blog for ValueEdge, sometimes up to 

three a day, but usually two or three times a week." The biogs - featured on the front page of the site - cover everything 

from virtual annual meetings to the outcry over brutality against passengers on United Airlines. They are, typically of 

Minow, pithy and full of strong opinions. 

Minow, however, lit up even more when talking about her other governance role, as director at the 50/50 Climate Project. 

"I'm on the board at 50/50 and we just got our Articles of Incorporation last week. Edward Kamonjoh [the new CEO] from 

ISS is great and we're just about to hire a number two. I'm very excited about the work that we are doing there and I'm 

very happy to be a part of it." I asked what the priorities were at 50/50, especially during the coming proxy season. "The 

main thing we're working on at 50/50 are our initiatives at the largest and most troubling portfolio companies. For example, 

should we do 'vote no' campaigns as well as shareholder initiatives? Should we be expanding into other sectors, because 

we've been dealing primarily with fossil fuel companies? We're looking into a couple of related sectors, and insurance is 

the next possible one we're thinking about." But the Project is looking, potentially, to expand its work beyond proxy access. 

"We know that a proxy access proposal is our most powerful tool but we're also asking whether we should be focusing on 
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